BISMARCK

hair's-breadth in advance of Austria, especially not to give
the impression at Vienna that Austria was being dragged
along by us against her will. My friendly relations with
Rechberg and Karolyi enabled me to restore the under-
standing about the invasion of Jutland.

In spite of this success, the attempt at dualism reached
its culminating point, and began to decline, at an interview
which took place between the two monarchs attended by
their ministers, Rechberg and myself, at Schonbrunn on
August 22, 1864. In the course of the conversation I said
to the Emperor of Austria:

' Destined by our history for one political community, we
should both do better business if we held together and ac-
cepted the leadership of Germany, which we shall not lose,
when once we are united. If Prussia and Austria take upon
themselves the task of furthering not only the interests
common to both, but also each the interests of the other, the
effects of the alliance of the two great German Powers will
be far-reaching in its operation, both in Germany and in
Europe. To Austria, as a state, it matters little what form
is given to the Danish duchies, but a great deal what her
relations are with Prussia. Does not this undoubted fact
prove the convenience of a policy benevolent to Prussia,
consolidating the alliance existing between the German
Powers, and awakening in Prussia gratitude towards Aus-
tria? If our joint acquisition was situated in Italy instead
of in Holstein, if the war which we have conducted had
placed Lombardy at the disposal of the two Powers instead
of Schleswig-Holstein, it would not have occurred to me to
induce my King to oppose any resistance to any wishes of
our ally, or to claim an equivalent, had there not been at the

time an equivalent to be disposed of.    But to cede to him
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